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After serving on the Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) 
Board of Directors since 2004, Rancho Santa Margarita City 
Council Member Neil Blais was recently appointed Vice 
Chair of the Board. Blais brings a wealth of emergency 
management experience and knowledge of local and regional 
government to the Board.

Within the emergency management field, Councilman 
Blais has earned a reputation as a leader and a keen strate-
gist. Prior to running his own business, the Councilman 
served as an Emergency Management Accreditation Program 
Commissioner, and was an active member of the National 
Emergency Management Association, International Asso-
ciation of Emergency Managers, and Association of State 
Flood Plain Managers. He has published several papers 
discussing state-of-the-art floodplain management and risk 
assessment.

Blais began his career in the aerospace industry, working 
for Lockheed Martin and McDonnell Douglas. Utilizing 
his B.S. in aerospace engineering from California State 
Polytechnic University-Pomona, one of Blais’ first projects 
was working with nearly 3,000 engineers on the design and 
development of the Boeing 717.

Following the Northridge earthquake in March of 1994, 
Blais translated his knowledge of management, engineering, 
and product delivery to the emergency management field. 
Blais was hired as a senior project engineer for EQE Inter-
national working with the California Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Management during the recovery process. From 
this experience realized his true calling was working to make 
the next disaster event as “uneventful” as possible.

“It has been an honor to serve Orange County as a mem-
ber of the OCFA Board of Directors,” shares Rancho Santa 
Margarita City Council member, Neil Blais. “I look forward 
to working with OCFA Board Chairman Doug Davert and the 
rest of my fellow Board members to serve our residents by 
providing the highest quality regional emergency response, 
safety and support services.”

Charged with protecting more than 1,380,000 residents 
in 22 cities across Orange County and unincorporated areas, 
the Orange County Fire Authority Board of Directors are 
among the most highly trained and knowledgeable com-
munity leaders.

Councilman Blais Selected 
To Serve As Vice 
Chair  For The 
OCFA Board Of 
Directors

The idea of a teen community service organization 
came out of a long car ride in 2004 by Terry Corwin 
and her then 12-year-old son, Spencer. Since its humble 
beginning with twenty 7th grade boys in the Corwin’s 
living room five years ago, Lion’s Heart has grown to 
nearly 350 teenage girls and boys. Since its inception, 
Lion’s Heart Members have performed well over 25,000 
hours of community service!

Lion’s Heart recently held its 2nd annual “Pride of 
the Lions” Awards Dinner with a capacity crowd of 
almost 400 members, class coordinators and special 

Teens Perform Community Service

2009 Lion’s Heart Torchbearer Award Recipients are: (top row) Jake Rosenthal, Tanner Knego, Andrew Jewkes, Calvin 
Jones, Spencer Corwin, Chase Keller and Nick Macker (bottom row) Garrett Williams, Emily Scharmann, Stephanie 
Lapidus, Jenna Ward, Auryana Faramarzi, D’Arcy Green, Christian Halvorsen and (not pictured) Noelle Bock and 
Steven Marshack.

guests at the Bell Tower Regional Community Center. 
Everyone enjoyed dinner from In-N-Out Burgers, cour-
tesy of the event’s Dinner Sponsor, Shulman Hodges & 
Bastian LLP. After an inspiring talk by Glenn Llopis on 
“Serving with a Noble Purpose,” President’s Volunteer 
Service Awards were presented in the gold, silver and 
bronze categories to 47 Lion’s Heart Members. 25 of 
those Members who performed over 100 hours were 
also given recognition certificates from the office of 
Orange County Supervisor Patricia Bates.

(Please see COMMUNITY SERVICE, page 29)

Students at Tijeras Creek Elementary kicked off 
Red Ribbon Week by making a 30ft. long banner with 
the message “Proud to be Drug Free”. Each student 
contributed to making the banner among several other 
activities geared to drug awareness.

Red Ribbon Week is celebrated across the nation to 
teach students about the dangers of drugs and alcohol. It 
also provides the opportunities for parents and teachers 
to talk to the students about making good and healthy 
choices. Each scholar received an Anti-Drug bracelet 
to wear along with participating in a special theme for 

Tijeras Creek Elementary scholars are proud to be 
drug free.

Tijeras Creek Elementary
Scholars Say No To Drugs!

each day of the week. Red Ribbon kick off started with 
wearing red on Monday and wearing mismatched socks 
on Tuesday to “Sock It To Drugs”. Wednesday’s theme 
had them wearing their favorite college clothing to show 
their “Future Is Too Bright To Do Drugs”. Scholars wore 
blue on Thursday to symbolize “Drugs Give You The 
Blues”. Friday they wrapped up the week by wearing 
Tijeras Creek spirit wear to reinforce “Keeping Tijeras 
Creek Drug Free”. Let’s continue to work together as a 
community to keep our children drug free.
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Annual Torchbearer’s Awards were kept a secret until 
the Awards Dinner and presented to the following mem-
bers who went “Above and Beyond” for our community: 
Noelle Bock, Spencer Corwin, Auryana Faramarzi, 
D’Arcy Green, Christian Halvorsen, Andrew Jewkes, 
Calvin Jones, Chase Keller, Tanner Knego, Stephanie 
Lapidus, Nick Macker, Steven Marshack, Jake Rosenthal, 
Emily Scharmann, Jenna Ward, and Garrett Williams. 

The Lion’s Heart Torchbearer’s Award was inspired 
by and is in honor of the late Ken Corwin, whose life 
exemplified extraordinary dedication to community ser-
vice. Because of his dedication to community service, 
he was chosen to run with the Olympic Torch for the 
1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta. At each Lion’s Heart 
group’s September meeting, members voted on the annual 
Torchbearer’s Award recipient – that member who had 
gone “above and beyond” for their community during 
the prior year. 

Lion’s Heart is open to teenagers in 6th through 12th 
grades in Orange County. Members perform at least 30 
hours of community service each year, and are grouped 
by grade level and gender. They elect their own officers, 
lead their own meetings, and decide on group community 
service projects. 

For more information about Lion’s Heart, visit their 
website at www.lionsheartservice.org. If you are inter-
ested in joining, please go to the website or e-mail found-
ers@lionsheartservice.org or call (949) 351-4400.

Lion’s Heart has grown to nearly 350 teenage girls 
and boys.
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There is something magical that happens in the 
fall. Children are back in a routine. Days are savored. 
The air has a briskness to it. The pumpkins are ripe 
on the vine.

What better way to celebrate harvest time than 
to visit an organic farm and pick your own pump-
kin. R.S.M. Montessori School went on a field trip 
to Tanaka Farms. The children were able to pick 
vegetables, pet farm animals and pick their own 
pumpkin from the vines. Children as young as two 
tasted the fresh radishes, carrots and beans and re-
ally enjoyed them. All the children were anxious to 
bring their vegetables and pumpkins home to share 
with their families.

Children need to experience where food is grown 
and then prepare it for a meal. Spending time on a farm 
helps the child slow down and experience a natural 
order in their life. We can give a history lesson with 
this experience on how the early settlers relied on the 
native American Indians to show them how to cultivate 
vegetables and ultimately have a Thanksgiving feast 
together. This is a happy season of enjoying the fruits 
of labor on a farm. Happy harvest!

Niko Luft of R.S.M. Montessori School, took a prize 
pumpkin home from his recent field trip to Tanaka 
Farms.

by Anne Munz,
Director of R.S.M. Montessori School
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